INTRODUCTION
In the United States in 1976, about 1,122,000 women 15-19 years of age were married, di vorced, widowed, or separated; of these, 480,000 were mothers of at least one chiId. Another 332,000 women in this age group were never married mothers who had offspring living with them. The 1,122,000 ever married women 15-19 accounted for about 11 percent, and the 332,000 ever married mothers, about 3 percent of the 0.4 million women 15-19 years of age in 1976. This report provides the first and most recent national estimates of the current contraceptive practice and family background of teenage wives and mothers and their husbands. It also compares them with their counterparts 20-44 years of age in terms of these and other selected characteris tics. These estimates are based on a special analysis of data from Cycle II of the National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), conducted in 1976 by the National Center for Health Statis tics.
A number of trends have prompted recent concern about teenage marriage and childbearing. These trends include the increasing number of women 15-19 years of age (a result of the high birth rate during the late 1950's), the increasing number of teenage marriages, and the increasing proportion of all births occurring to teenage mothers.
The U.S. Bureau of the Census has reported that the number of women 15-19 years of age increased by 57 percent from 1960 through aThis was Sara 1976, from 6.6 million to 10.4 million. Re flecting this increase in the number of young women, the annual numbers of teenage marriages also increased over the same period. However, the rates for teenage marriages and births did not increase. Data from the marriage registration system (table 1) show that of all brides marrying for the first time in 1976 about 38 percent (or 571,000) were under 20 years of age. In 1960 teenage brides had accounted for 48 percent (or 482,000) of all first marriages.
From 1940 through 1960, birth rates to women 15-19 years of age (births per 1,000 women 15-1 9) increased from 54.1 to 89.1. From 1960 through 1976, however, this rate decreased from 89.1 to 53.5, a 40 percent reduction, and approximately the 1940 level. Among women 20 years of age and older, however, birth rates declined even more from 1960 through 1976.1 As a result of this differential decline and the increase in the number of women 15-19 years of age, births to teenage mothers accounted for 18 percent of all births in 1976, compared with 14 percent in 1960. Since 1976, the birth rates for women [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] have remained at about the same levels.
The data for this report were collected by means of personal interviews with a multistage area probability sample of women 15-44 years of age in the household population of the con terminous United States. Women were eligible for incIusion in the sampIe if they were curren:ly married, previously married, or never married but with offspring presently living in the household. This report does not include the relatively small number of teenage mothers under 15 years of age. From January through September 1976, 3,009 black wornen and 5,602 women of other races were interviewed in the NSFG. Of these, 448 women were 15-19 years of age. This report is based on information provided by these teenage women, of whom 193 were black and 255 were of races other than black. The infor mation from these women was inflated to provide national estimates of these statistics. Because they are based on a sample, estimates from the NSFG are subject to sampling error. Further discussion of sampling error, compari sons with other data, and definitions of selected terms can be found in the Technical Notes.
The statistics on women 20-44 years of age are shown in this report only for purposes of comparison.
Other groups could be used, but this group is convenient for the purposes this report-principally, to highlight some of th 9 charac;eristi& of ~eenage Wi;es ~d mothers. It should not necessarily be inferred that teenage marriage or childbearing is the only or the prin cipal cause of differences between teenagers and the older women described. These differences may be the result of such things as their ages at interview or the social customs prevailing when they were married or when they had their chil dren. Tables 2 and 3 About 5 of 6 (83 percent) of the teenage wives were 18-19 years of age. Only 17 percent were 15-17 years of age. Table 2 shows that about 31 percent of ever married women 20-44 years of age had their first child before the age of 20. The differences described in this report between ever married teenagers and ever married women 20-44 would probably be larger if women who had first married or had had their first child as teenagers were excluded from the age group 20-44. For an analysis of differences in fertility after the teen years between women who had a teenage birth and women who did not, and a review of the literature on some other differences between teenage mothers and other women, see reference 4.
CHARACTERISTICS OF EVER MARRIED TEENAGE WOMEN AND THEIR HUSBANDS
Living arrangements of the respondent at age 14 may be viewed as an indicator of the stability of her family life while she was growing up. By this indicator the family background of teenage wives was more likely to have been unstable than that of other wives. About 44 percent of teenage ever married women, com pared with only 23 percent of ever married women 20-44 years of age, were living with only one or neither parent at age 14. A report by the U.S. Bureau of the Census indicates that about 21 percent of persons 10-17 years of age were living with only one or neither parent in 1976.s Although only 17 percent of teenage wives were under 18 years of age, about 53 percent had not completed high school by the date of the interview. This suggests that the education of some of the teenage wives was interrupted or terminated by marriage or childbeanng.G Teenage wives were significantly less likely to have completed high school than wives aged 20-44: 47 percent of teenage wives and 77 percent of wives 20-44 had completed 12 years of education by the date of intemiew.
Teenage wives were significantly more likely than wives aged 20-44 to have had no births (57 percent compared with 17 percent) or only _ one birth (34 percent compared with 20 percent) by the date of interview. Teenage wives were also significantly more likely to be preg- 
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Statistics in table 2 show that a larger propor tion of ever married black women had their first child at a relatively young age than white ever married women did. About 28 percent of black ever married women 15-44 had had their first birth before the age of 18 compared with about 9 percent of ever married white women Similarly, overall and in both age groups, theo percent of women with no birth by the date of interview was lower for black women than for white women.
The percent of ever married women who had a premarital birth was higher for black women among both teenagers and women 20-44 years of age. About 43 percent of black teenage wives and 5 percent of white teenage wives had a premarital birth. A recent study of teenage pregnancy may help to explain the larger percent of black ever married women than white ever married women who had a premarital birth (table 2). That study found that black single teenage women were more likely than white single teenage women to become premaritally pregnant, and much less likely than white single teenagers to marry before the outcome of a premarital pregnancy (see tables 1-3 of reference 3). If a woman has had an out-of-wedlock birth, has kept the baby, and has never married, she is classified in this report as single with her own offspring Iiving in the household. Table 4 shows selected characteristics of the estimated 332,000 single (never married) mothers 15-19 years of age and the 739,000 single mothers 20-44 years � of age who had offspring living with them in 1976. The single mothers were younger than the ever married women. About 65 percent of the single mothers were under 25 years of age com pared with only 21 percent of ever married women. Table 4 shows that 67 percent of the 332,000 single teenage mothers and 70 percent of the 739,000 single mothers 20-44 years of age were black women. So black women accounted for a larger percent of single mothers than of the general poptdation.
CHARACTERISTICS OF SINGLE (NEVER MARRIED) MOTHERS
This difference appears to reflect different outcomes of out-of-wedlock pregnancies among white and black teenagers as much as any difference in the chances of becoming pregnant in the first place. One recent study of teenage pregnancy revealed that black single teenage women were more likely than white single teenage women to become single mothers through a combination of five factors: a higher percent of black teenage women had had intercourse; a higher percent of black sexually active women had had a premarital first pregnancy; a lower percent of black pre mantally pregnant women had married before the baby was born; a lower percent of black women had married soon after a premarital birth; and a larger percent of black than white teenage mothers had kept their babies.3
As mentioned previously, the living arrange ments of the respondent at age 14 maybe viewed as an indicator of the stability of her family life during her youth. About 42 percent of single mothers were living with only one or neither parent at age 14, compared with 23 percent of ever married women. Only about 1 in 5 (19 percent) single teenage mothers had finished high school by the date of interview, although 3 in 5 (61 percent) were 18 or 19 years of age at that date. This suggests that for many of these young women, motherhood interrupted their education. 6  Table 4 also indicates that about 79 percent of single teenage mothers in 1976 had their first birth before the age of 18, compared with 29 percent of single mothers 20-44 years of age, 26 percent of teenage wives, and 11 percent of ever married women aged 20-44 years. The high proportion of very early first births for single teenage mothers probably reflects two facts: first, teenage mothers cannot by definition include any women whose first births occurred after age 19, so the proportion with a birth before 17 is higher. Secondly, on reaching the age of 18 and the completion of high school, women marry at a sharply increased rate ;g thus many single teenage mothers may eventually marry, perhaps after they complete their educa tion. They would therefore not be classified as single mothers at some later time, but rather as ever married women with a premarital birth.
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Single mothers (table 4) were much more likely than ever married women (table 2) to be receiving AFDC (7 O percent compared with 7 percent) and to have incomes below the poverty level (61 percent compared with 9 percent).
Overall and in both age groups, single mothers were less likely than ever married women to be in the labor force. In addition, the teenage single mothers were less likely than single mothers 20-44 to be in the labor force. About 41 percent of teenage single mothers and 35 percent of those 20-44 years of age were using the oral contraceptive pill at the date of interview (figure 1). This difference was not statistically significant. ,~ ! � 10 acbncedata TECHNICAL NOTES
RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES
Because the National Survey of Family .
Growth (NSFG) is a sample of the household population of the conterminous United States rather than a complete count, the estimates in tables 2-4 are subject to sampling variability. To calculate the standard error of an aggregate number or percent, the appropriate estimates of A and B from table I are used in the equations SE ~N,) = (A+ B/N')% x N', and
where N' is the number of women, P' is the percent, and X' is the number of women in the denominator of the percent. Statements in the text of this report were tested using a 2-tailed t-test with 40 degrees of freedom. The relative standard error is the ratio of the standard error to the statistic being estimated. In this report, numbers and percents that have a relative stand ard error that is greater than 25 percent of the estimate itself are considered unreliable. They are marked with an asterisk to caution the user but may be combined to make other types of refers to a total classified as post partum if she reported that she family income that is less than the poverty was not currently using a contraceptive method, threshold, while "poverty Ievel income and that she was not seeking pregnancy, and that her above" refers to a total family income that last pregnancy had terminated within 2 months equals or exceeds that threshold. before the date she was interviewed.
Receipt of Aid to Families With Dependent
Other nonusers. -W'omen (or couples) who Children. -Respondents were asked, "Did you or reported that they were currently using no con-€ any members of your family living here receive traceptive method and were not sterile, pregnant,€ income in the past 12 months from . . . welfare post partum, or seeking pregnancy were clas-€ payments for aid to your dependent children?" sified here.€ Respondents who replied "yes" were classified Method users. -A woman (or couple) who€ as having received AFDC.
reported use of a contraceptive method other€ Labor force status. -Respondents were asked than a surgical sterilization at the date of inter-"Last week were you working full-time, partview ~vas classified according to the specific time, going to school, keeping house, or what?" method used. For a detailed classification of "In the labor force" includes those working fullcurrently married women by specific contraceper part-time; those with a job but not at work 
